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AGENDA 
1. Apologies and welcome 
 

Apologies were received from Charles Slatter.  
 

Cheryl Collier, Chairman, welcomed members and visitors to the AGM. No resolutions or motions had 
been proposed from the membership. She also reminded that visitors are unable to vote.  
 

 
2. Minutes of 35th Annual General Meeting held on 5th June 2018 (distributed to all members prior to 
meeting) 

 
These were agreed as a true reflection of the meeting and signed by Cheryl Collier, Chairman.   
Proposed by Linda Cadier and seconded by Val Davis.  

 
3. Chairman’s Report 
 

Once again we have had an interesting and varied programme of lectures, study days and visits.  Sadly 
I can take no credit but must pay tribute to the hard work of the committee who have all helped to make 
the year a success. 
 
To date our lecturers have been graded ‘Outstanding’ or ‘Excellent’ by committee and members.  We 
greatly appreciate your feedback on lectures and the Arts Society, as a whole, use the information to 
assist all our programme secretaries.  Linda Cadier had been responsible for the programme for three 
years and before that she was our Young Arts Organiser.  She has always worked hard and been here 
to host our lecturers and ensure the day runs smoothly.  The year has not been without incident with 
failing audio systems, or delayed transport, but Linda has remained cool, calm and collected.  We are 
sorry to lose her this year from the committee but would very much like to thank her for her efforts on 
our behalf. 
 
The visits and outings are another welcome part of the programme offered to members.  Margaret 
Massie has been organising them for three years now and has offered a wide variety of trips, using 
coach, train and private cars depending on the venue.  Most have been very well supported and all 
have been enjoyed by those attending.  Margaret pays great attention to the details that make our visits 
such a success and she will also be missed from our committee. 
 
Jane Goddard took over as Study Day Organiser and had a true baptism of fire.  The first one was 
disrupted by strikes in London and our lecturer was late arriving.  However, she was a true professional 
and started speaking before she had removed her coat.  Our next study day had to be cancelled due 
to incapacity of the lecturer, but Jane now had an excellent programme in place for the next two years.  
Can’t wait for The Muddy Archaeologist!! 
 
Our Membership Secretary, Ronnie Munday, has sent out the renewal notices and forms to all 
members.  We urge you to confirm that you wish to rejoin and make your payments by 15th June as 
requested, in order that we can issue programme cards at our July and September lectures.  Ronnie is 
also masterminding The Church Recording at the Crusader church of St John the Baptist in North 
Baddesley.  This project is almost complete and the final presentations are being put together.  Thank 
you to all the other volunteers who help on this project. 
 
Volunteers from our society also continue to help at King John’s House and have committed almost 
160 hours to the museum.  We have also helped to produce the 50th Anniversary of the Society wall 
hanging.  The co-ordination of these heritage projects by Wendy Rowe has been much appreciated. 
 



Our Young Arts projects go from strength to strength.  Last year 70 children had lessons from artists in 
their classrooms and some went to a day of tuition in Lockerly Hall.  This year we are funding a 
professional wildlife photographer who will spend two afternoons in each junior school in Romsey, 
teaching children how to really look at the world about them.  We will have an exhibition of the work in 
Romsey Abbey from 9 – 15th July.  Please make sure you go along to have a look at what they produce. 
 
 
So we are sad to say goodbye to Linda and Margaret.  Charles Slatter has agreed to take on visits and 
David Quekett has joined us as Front of House.  We also welcome Liz Williams who is taking over as 
Programme Secretary.   Sally Whatmore is also joining the committee. 

 
4. Hon. Treasurer - Report and approval of Financial Statement 2018 
 

I hope you’ve all seen the accounts, though I will also put them on the screen to enable you to follow 
my comments more easily. 
  
Over the year as a whole we made a surplus of income over expenditure of just over £1000, compared 
with a deficit of just over £500 in the previous year. 
  
This was partly because some expenditure we incurred in 2017 did not arise last year, notably the 
restoration of the militia flag and the Artfest.  We also spent a bit less on the Young Arts than in the 
previous year which, you may recall, had coincided with the Romsey Festival 2017.  Young Arts 
expenditure tends to be cyclical, rising when it coincides with the Romsey Festival, as it will do again in 
2020.  On the income side, there were two things which generated more income: one was a large 
surplus on study days following the success of the day on Mughals in the Autumn; this shows the 
unpredictable nature of these events in terms of trying to assess the likely demand for places when 
costing them.  The second factor was the receipt of two years worth of Gift Aid tax refunds.  This was 
a timing fluke which won’t recur. 
  
So, turning to the Balance Sheet, the surplus of £1055 takes our assets to just under £16,000.  Although 
this may sound a lot, bear in mind that we hold them to protect ourselves against risks, and the biggest 
risk the Society runs is if we had to wind up the society. Then we would have to pay off all the lecturers 
with whom we have contracted up to two years ahead, and refund some of the members’ subscriptions.  
Now that might not seem likely given the attendance today, but remember that we need a committee to 
be able to function and that means people volunteering to join the committee.  No volunteers – no 
committee – no society. 
  
The final point I would like to make is to thank everyone who has been paying their subscription using 
internet banking.  I know that some members are, shall we say, a little uncomfortable using this 
technology but it does work and it makes life a lot easier for the volunteer members of your committee.  
It also saves the Society money because banks now charge charity customers for paying in volumes of 
cheques, so thank you.  
 
The Financial Statement was proposed by Jilly Oldmeadow and seconded by David Rowe. 
 

4.2 Appointment of Independent Examiner 2019 
 

The Chairman was pleased to confirm that Chris Amery has agreed to stay on as the Independent 
Examiner of the accounts.  This was proposed by Tony Lowe and seconded by Wendy Rowe.  
 

5. Committee Elections (committee consists of a maximum of 15 members incl. Executive Officers): 
 
5.1 Resignations from the Committee  

Mrs Linda Cadier 
Mrs Margaret Massie 
 

5.2 Election of Executive Officers of the Society 2019/20 
 Mrs Cheryl Collier – Chair 

Mrs Debbie Elsworth - Hon. Secretary 
 Mr Mike Phillips – Hon. Treasurer  
 



 Proposed by Chris Amery and seconded by Diane Hargreaves.  
 
5.3 Election of Committee Members 2019/20 
 The following have indicated that they are willing to continue serving for a further year:  

Ms Ronnie Munday 
Ms Jane Goddard 
Mrs Wendy Rowe 
Mr Charles Slatter 
Mrs Anne George 

 Mrs Liz Williams 
 Mr David Quekett 
 Mrs Sally Whatmore 
 
 Proposed by Jennifer Phillips and seconded by Robert Grime.  

 
5.4 Election of Nominees: 
No nominations have been received. 
 
6. Any Other Business (with the permission of the Chairman) – None received.  
 
Meeting closed by the Chairman.  


